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iz B A 5 R BB E B — R REAR R & SOMRL SRR R - BE - BHBFEA AL
SCAIPE (R (1930) ~ (IREEZR) (1934) » — el Ryi F PAPSEH essay Z#EHY
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ISR RBIEY—HRE S ORI 471

XE T

B = (ARSI AR - TR R AN — A RIS BEEERD
HatoE —RER - (ElIIE R B HBCCE R MR -

TNLASINARHY essay —FAfuil - FEERFRTIEFEE - 20F TR SO
(RS~ FERE - BEZE - /NG 3 B B3 o HHEBERAERE - H—Al
AOREAE NG Ry NG SL > S — RN H A 2 R BE2E - (DL T /NG S —essay | 38K
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B ChaSZHgE) (1932) Rflak - 5500 » RUEBRAWNEXEERNEE 53T
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2¥&m) Meizhou pinglun » 5 » JEET Beijing : 1919 » B 2-3 »

(T



INESUE REIEY)—HRaH] - ORI 477

KHEWE Zhu Ziging » GaFl AP EF/NGEECC ) “Lun xiandai Zhongguo de xiaopin
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ZF{A Li Subo #g > (/INISLWHFE) Xiaopinwen yamjiu » £ Shanghai @ frEE
J& Xin Zhongguo shuju » 1932 -

F: f Du Heng » {FECHEAJEJE ) “Tan wentan de mafeng” » (&K ) Xinghuo
2.2 » V& Shanghai : 1935 > H 123-124 -

EIE N Zhou Zuoren » { AFJSCE) “Ren de wenxue” » (FrEHME) Xingingnian
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i {7 Shi Zhecun #F © (MeHH —+%2/NiL) Wan Ming ershi jia xiaopin » F 1§
Shanghai : J¥:AHZE 5 Guangming shuju » 1935 -

E T Meizi> G556 "/NESCERE | ) “Duanlun: ‘xiaopinwen wansui!’” > (H
FIE B Chuban xiaoxi » 42 » F¥g Shanghai : 1934 > H 1 o

# s Hu Shih - (X2 E %3 ) “Wenxue gailiang chuyi” » (3 & &)
Xingingnian » 2.5 » Jb 5 Beijing : 1917 » H 1-11 -

o (EAENAFTEE) Hu Shi wencun er ji > _|}g Shanghai : Fi s [E[EEE Yadong
tushuguan » 1929 -

i (JE{EA) Kucha’an (Zhou Zuoren) - ({H{EFTHIEF —~ &) H " “Ou zuo
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Xiaopinwen as a Product of the Republican Era:

Institutions, Genres, and Paradigms

Liu Cheng-chung*

ABSTRACT

This article views xiaopinwen (7[NS, the short essay) as a cultural product of
the Republican era, thereby exploring the construction process of modern prose
aesthetics. China has a rich tradition of prose writing; under a stable “institution” that
intertwined politics, society, and education, various genres were constructed, forming
diverse paradigms. However, during the tumultuous early years of the Republican
period, established forms of writing underwent a process of rupture and
reorganization, giving rise to xiaopinwen written in the vernacular. This paper first
revisits the May Fourth period to explore the connections among the National
Language Movement, language education, and xiaopinwen, with a particular focus on
literary resources introduced from Japan. Secondly, it examines how Zhou Zuoren [&
{E (1885-1967) constructed the connection between vernacular prose and late-
Ming xiaopinwen, demonstrating his intention to replace the National Language
literary perspective with a modern literary concept. Next, it explores how xiaopinwen
and zawen (32, miscellaneous writings) constructed their identities and defined each
other within specific historical contexts, thereby sharpening genre consciousness.
Finally, it reviews the xiaopinwen anthologies circulated at the time, exploring how
publishing practices shaped general readers’ understanding of genre.

Keywords: prose institution, genre transformation, paradigm shift, late-Ming
xiaopinwen
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