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The “Presentation” and “Self-Negation” of Liangzhi:
The Origin of Mou Zongsan’s “Liangzhi Theory”

Nie Keji
School of Philosophy
Nankai University
1593990250@qq.com

ABSTRACT

L I —

Most of Mou Zongsan’s ZE5= = (1909-1995) views on the “theory of liangzhi
4017 are limited to “the negation of liangzhi,” which in fact includes two aspects:
“the presentation of liangzhi” and “the negation of liangzhi.” However, the former
aspect is often neglected, so the connotation and relationship of the two must be
clarified. In the theory of “the presentation of liangzhi,” the subject presented on the
objective side is determined from yuanxue JTZ and zhenti Hfg to li Bl and the
heavenly mind (tianxin X.[»), while the subjective “mind” is transformed from the
“under-metaphysical mind” to the “silent and shining mind” and “metaphysical
heavenly mind.” The theory of “the negation of liangzhi” is divided into the negation
of the cognitive mind (renshixin 3255 [») and the negation of the heavenly mind. The
negation of the cognitive mind can lead to the space-time phase, paradigms, four kinds
of fixed propositions and organic development, whereas the negation of the heavenly
mind negates itself in the cognitive mind in order to achieve knowledge. As for the
relationship between the “presentation of liangzhi” and the “the negation of liangzhi,”
the two can be exchanged. Elucidating the complete meaning of “the theory of
liangzhi” is of great significance to further understanding and reconstructing Mou’s
learning.

Key words: liangzhi 4, presentation, negation, Mou Zongsan Z25% =, cognitive
mind, heavenly mind

(UekE FHH © 2023.9.20 ; EIERE HHA : 2024, 1. 15 5 SEETIZ HHE : 2024.2.26)
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