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Unifying Customs to Preserve Respect for Diversity:

An Analysis of the Huainanzi’s Stance on Customs

Li Qing-hao
Center for University Social Responsibility
Ministry of Education
ginghao459@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

The Huainanzi JFdT- put forward the idea of “gisu T5{A” (integrating customs)
as a response to the issue regarding “the ideal way to coordinate different customs of
the whole country.” However, an examination of the arguments advanced in the text
reveals that it actually involves two stances: one concerns the coexistence of diverse
customs, and the other is about the unification of customs under one umbrella; the
former is referred to in this article as “respect for diversity” and the latter as
“unification of customs.” In the mainstream view of later generations, the prevailing
stance on customs in the Huainanzi is “respect for diversity,” and the concept of
“unification of customs” reflects a misinterpretation of its ideas by scholars. The
purpose of this article is threefold: first, to reveal the reality that the two stances on
customs in the Huainanzi are concurrent; second, to further clarify the relationship
between the two stances based on a proper examination of this reality; and finally, to
explore the way in which these two stances were put into practice, with a special focus
on the question of how “unifying customs” without domination could be implemented.
This article argues that the Huainanzi’s stance on customs is to preserve “respect for
diversity” through “unification of customs.” For this reason, to simply define the text’s
stance as “unification of customs” or “respect for diversity” is likely to be biased.

Key words: the Huainanzi #EEG T, the Honglie JEZ1, gisu 75{%, customs, Liu An
2%, Han Dynasty
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