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On the Theory of Duality and the Theory of

Unification in Neo-Confucianism

Yang Rur-bin
Graduate Institute of Philosophy
National Tsing Hua University
rbyang@mx.nthu.edu.tw

ABSTRACT

This paper re-expounds the theory of duality (xiang’ou lun FE{HZH) and the
theory of unification (yiti lun —#&5®) from the standpoint of the Neo-Confucian
theory of self-cultivation (gongfir lun T.7%5). The theory of duality is a moral theory
proposed by Ruan Yuan [Jr7T (1764-1849), who considered true morality as
established in the ethical relationships between human beings. He moreover regarded
the doctrine of principle and the nature (xingli shuo [4:3%) as a product of Buddhism,
and thus it was irrelevant to Confucianism. This article argues that the theory of
duality needs to be enhanced in two ways.

First, in the context of anti-Neo-Confucianism, it must be aligned with the
concept of the “body-gi subject;” the theory of duality cannot be based solely on social
relations, but must also be rooted in the idea that the subject consciousness has an
“inner other.” This viewpoint should be derived from the broader sense of the theory
of duality represented by Dai Zhen #{Z&E (1723-1777).

The second enhancement is tied to the theory of transcendence. From the
perspective of the “body-gi subject” and the daoti lun SEfS, i.e. the congenital
theory of material force, this article argues that the experience of embodying dao JH
has to be transformed and generated on the basis of “body-gi subject.” In this way,
even at the highest level of moral cultivation, i.e. at the level of “innate subjectivity,”
there is still a minimum amount of psycho-physical nature in the mind and body. The
reason why the theory of unification cannot be separated from theory of duality is that
moral subjectivity in Neo-Confucianism refers to the transcending ground of
individuality; that is, it refers to both persons and objects.

Confucianism does not establish a “theory of identity” without the existence of gi
%R, nor does the concept of the “heaven-endowed nature” detach itself from the nature



300

oo o2 W

of ¢gi as the basis of existence. If Neo-Confucianism is based on the mutual
transformation of the theory of finite and infinite human nature, then the theory of
unification and the theory of duality are paradoxically identical.

Key words: Ruan Yuan [ji7T, the theory of duality, the theory of unification, body-
qi subject, the theory of the substance of the dao, pantheism
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La théorie de dualité et 1a théorie d’unification

du Néoconfucianisme

Cet article réexamine la théorie de dualité et celle d’unification du point de vue de
la théorie néo-confucéenne d’auto-cultivation (gongfu lun T.FR5f).

Tout d’abord, dans le cadre d’un anti-néoconfucianisme, et d’aprés le concept du
“sujet corps-gi”, la théorie de la dualité ne peut se baser que sur les relations sociales,
mais elle s’enracine aussi dans 1’idée que la conscience du sujet a un “autre intérieur”
qui est lié a la théorie de la transcendance. Cet article avance que 1’expérience du Dao

incarné doit étre transformée et générée sur la base du sujet corps-gi et du daoti lun (i.e.

théorie congénitale de la force matérielle).

Si le Néoconfucianisme est basé sur la transformation mutuelle de la théorie finie
et de la nature humaine infinie, la théorie d’unification et celle de dualité sont
paradoxalement identiques.

Mots clés : Ruan Yuan [jtJT, théorie de dualité, théorie d’unification, sujet corps-¢i,
théorie de la substance du dao, panthéisme
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Zur Theorie der Dualitit und der Theorie der Vereinigung

im Neokonfuzianismus

Dieser Beitrag erldutert die Dualitétstheorie und die Vereinigungstheorie im
Rahmen der Idee der Selbstkultivierung (Gongfu lun 1.7<5) des Neokonfuzianismus.
Die Dualititstheorie beruht nicht nur auf sozialen Beziehungen, sondern auch auf dem
ninneren Anderen® des Subjektbewusstseins, um mit dem Konzept des Koérper-Qi-
Subjekts in Einklang gebracht zu werden. Wir argumentieren aus der Korper-Qi-
Subjekt- und Daoti Lun-Perspektive, dass die Erfahrung des Dao durch das Korper-Qi-
Subjekt transformiert und erzeugt werden muss. Dualitdts- und Vereinigungstheorie
sind untrennbar, weil sich die ,,moralische Subjektivitdt“ im Neokonfuzianismus auf
den transzendierenden Grund der Individualitit bezieht, also auf Personen und auf
Objekte. Wenn der Neokonfuzianismus auf der gegenseitigen Umwandlung der
Theorie der endlichen und unendlichen menschlichen Natur beruht, dann sind
Dualitéts- und Vereinigungstheorie paradoxerweise identisch.

Schlagworte: Ruan Yuan [ji7T, Theorie der Dualitdt, Theorie der Vereinigung,

Korper-Qi-Subjekt, Theorie der Dao-Wesenheit, Pantheismus, Natur
der Dinge

(RS EHEA - 2021.6.18 ; (EIEFSHHEA : 2021.9.29 ; SEEFIZEHHEA : 2021.10.19)




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Japan Color 2001 Coated)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHT <FEFF005b683964da300c9ad86a94002851fa8840002b89d27dda0029300d005d0020005b683964da300c8f3851fa0033003000300064002851fa88400029300d005d00204f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        8.503940
        8.503940
        8.503940
        8.503940
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 9.354330
      /MarksWeight 0.141730
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed true
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


