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2 FSCE “not just the speaker but the speaker-addressee dyad as the fundamental condition for linguistic
communication,... intersubjectivity’- in communication each participant is a speaking subject who is
aware of the other participant as speaking subject.”
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30 JErky “Intersubjectivity is the explicit expression of the SP[eaker]/W(riter]’s attention to the ‘self’ of
addressed/reader in both an epistemic sense (paying attention to their presumed attitudes to the content of
what is said), and in a more social sense (paying attention to their ‘face’ or ‘image needs’ associated with
social stance and identity).”
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The ‘Self’ Perspective of ‘VC lai’ and ‘V pun ki C’
Constructions in Taiwanese Hakka

Hsu, Fu-mei
Department of Chinese Linguistics and Literature
Yuan Ze University
gefmhsu@saturn.yzu.edu.tw

ABSTRACT

This paper proposes a ‘self” approach to deal with two imperative constructions in
Taiwanese Hakka, the ‘V C lai’ and “V pun ki C’ constructions. There is an implicit
‘self” voice in these two constructions. The ‘V C /ai’ construction is connected directly
to this ‘self” voice, while the ‘V pun ki C’ construction implies it indirectly because of
the third-person singular pronoun ki. This analysis is advantageous in that it can
account for the similarities and differences of these two constructions, as well as
explain the linguistic features of ‘patient-as-subject’ prominent sentences and the
third-person singular pronoun fa-sentences in Mandarin. The ‘self” perspective is not
based on “verbs,” but on the interlocutors in discourse and their ‘self-other’
relationships. These investigations can help us further our understanding of Hakka and
even of Mandarin.

Key words: Taiwanese Hakka, ‘“VC lai,” “V pun ki C,” ‘self” perspective
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