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3 Instruction Pour les Visites de Madarins, Caja 101, China (II), N. 33 (Lg. 1042.14) (preserved in Archivo
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B, Albert Chan, S.J., “The First Encounter of Chinese and Western Culture,” in Peter Milward (ed.), The
Mutual Encounter of East and West, 1492-1992 (Tokyo: Renaissance Institute, 1992), pp. 65-80. SH4NE
(ARG HEF IR A - L Ronnie Po-Chia Hsia, A Jesuit in the Forbidden City, Matteo
Ricci, 1552-1619 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010), p. 212.
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Huiyi Wu, “Language Training and Circulation of Linguistic Knowledge in the Chinese Mission by 1700:
A Case Study of the Personal Notebook of J.-F. Foucquet, S.J. (Borgia Latino 523, Biblioteca Vaticana), ”
in Ferdinand Verbiest Institute (ed.), History of the Catholic Church in China: From Its Beginning to the
Scheut Fathers and 20th Century. Unveiling Some Less Known Sources, Sounds and Pictures (KU Leuven:
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Paul Fu-Mien Yang, S.J., “The Portugueses Chinese Dictionary of Ruggieri and Matteo Ricci: An
Historical and Linguistic Introduction,” in Academia Sinica (ed.), Proceeding of the Second International
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The Daily Life of Western Lords:
Reconstructing the Lives of Jesuit Priests
in Late-Ming China Based on Bai Ke Xun Shi

Li, Yu-chung Chang, Wei-yi
Institute of History Institute of History
National Tsing Hua University National Tsing Hua University
yuchunglee@yahoo.com.tw ryan5224@yahoo.com.tw
ABSTRACT

In this article, we reconstruct the daily lives of Jesuit missionaries in China during
the late Ming Dynasty. Our evidence comes from a manuscript, Fi& 3§78 Bai Ke
Xun Shi (Instruction Pour les Visites de Mandarins), which contains dialogues
between Jesuit priests and their Chinese servants and friends. In the work, we see how
the Jesuits introduce European customs to the Chinese and learn alien customs in
China. The various interactions between Jesuits, Chinese servants, Chinese Catholics,
and Chinese scholar-gentlemen (4= K5 shidafu) show how the Jesuits deal artfully
with the differences between China and Europe and combine various cultural elements
in daily life. All the while, the Jesuits must be sure to live the kind of life that makes
Chinese identify them as part of the shidafu class, as this identification makes
missionary work go more smoothly.

Key words: late Ming, Jesuit, routine, material culture, Bai Ke Xun Shi
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