N BRI ETE ] KR 2R IR 2
—fL ¥ T2 B E RSB —

e B I

R GRE TR S R

M =

LT (551-479 BC) MY GmAlniE e (Adam Smith, 1723-1790) H5EEFEkam a0
ERAFRIRAE - MRAZML A ZHEAEREFEAFEE (sympathy) FHliE - 20
R T E o LRSS —2 AR - Btk - LT RERE T2, o e EITERR

FS5EE ) - LTI T KSR - HPRE S DREEFUENGRE 5 fn & i
FEFEF ) IRERE SR I — ORI - ERTEI - (HAIRNS T A B EANE L
SNETERRSK o MELERR AR IR NAE R AR » S E s S "TNEZ A
fiR e H2MBME T EEE ) 08 TREZA > FiHEESEMETE - AT
Z To ) HURE R — -

REfgsE LT 4= T AR ZEHE - T

* (FHEBTEM(EFE © chowke@hkbu.edu.hk

HEZE HA3EFIHM (RE 10259 A) % 461480 B



462 Ho#® B2
— i
CEERLIEFLTEE » HIECERECTEEEZL  FLTAIEERSE —

N o IEEE - RERETESE - DL (JRE ) (4n Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of
the Wealth of Nations) —ZFE AR E R - L HEBEETEZE CEEBR
ifii) (The Theory of Moral Sentiments) M1 » HEE (EAR T E LR HAFNFLFI{EmfaoR i
IHIEE « o FLPYCERPRIRGEM S E i CEESRGR) 89 THEE, - #
TEE2 A REEF - 2MBAAEEE R T RIR AL FIRTE o ASCHI3 i 2
A S (E 2 IRE - T HAFRIREA ; AR E IEaEEs - IROTERFAS
PR R BT A - BIESC I AL EmBA TG -

R N i =

(IR AT DSRFE EY) - (HEHEA - AlEERRE T EA L =% - T (372
289 BO) 1E (& F - AFA L) DB LR - HithEE T "B A &
THE > PR ARSI ABERZ 20 B ASEEEE ST - Mg ot kA4
o At GRICRT) FI T R TRt MAT ., 0 (RS - ) B8 T
BN BB WAL R TR —FIREZRE - KT (1130-1200)
15 (GRRE - i) BB IR T B2E - LZED - 7 SBHOCRLH
AE > HFAATE ARE - aleRYrheEL -

"R BEREEAEMAREIREE - iz o H—0 Gk - k)
TFIEf AR C HMEE SR EIEADER TSR Ryl o DRI - S
B HRE R —(EEE — B AR R CRYEAHR - (Grag - #Eth) =

DOTBSERIC . FHE s TEA e g o K (UEBEAEE) (b PEEER 0 1983) o (GRid
k) - Bo6- (B - HI139-

FRT5 - (ETHEE) &3 (OFRfE-E£) - H237-

BeEs - (o) (R Ribssdbt - 1981) - /(R CAER) - H 365 -

Ko (mF=EAEE) - (hEEE) > H28-
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H » 3 ECMAK T MAKIMBAEE EARHE - BIFEEIT A T - KRITEEGRM - HEEAEHE
CRA - BARZ » IPREAT#S R ; e EmuOsT - & (O¥E - XA+HmEER)
Ry« TREHESGHE - IE (F) MR - BR2%  BELF  BBEH > BT T2



AFFEEFRA2 IR —L T/ " O ) S I essilis— 465

BRI T HER DHRERE - SAEEZ LT AAE " 2L AR ) B T HREE
B LSRR T 300 Z M EEES -

HAFLLL PRSI AL ) 5E — AR YIRS © Frafarsy - ZIREHIE —EHImE X
AN - MHERFEAEREE - BITTE NEBRRBIIRI - T > 58 N5, 3R
H—EdEm - (e - ST #Er TEEmETE - ka7 KE%
RN T R RIS i AEE o Wik

EASRER o WURECEATENH] o rI AR T ) AR WIRER AR
HREIE - fL7 T L R ) —ftEGEREEAE - T2, & T ) i
At ETEE TR R - MRSl IR EE R - (HEA GRt) Al
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3 Adam Smith, The Theory of Moral Sentiments, Part I, Sec. I, Chap. I1I, pp. 21, 18, 23.
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31 Ibid., Part I, Sec. II, Chap. I, p. 34; Part 111, Chap. V, p. 186; Part I, Sec. I, Chap. 11, p. 84.

32 Ibid., Part I, Sec. I, Chap. II, p. 19.

33 Ibid., Part I1I, Chap. L, p. 135.

David Hume, An Inquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals (New York: Macmillan Publishing, 1957),
Sec. 9, p. 93.
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The Reference Point for Sympathy as the Foundation of
Morality: The “Self” of Confucius and the “Spectator”
of Adam Smith

Chow, Kwok-ching

Department of Chinese Language and Literature
Hong Kong Baptist University
chowkc@hkbu.edu.hk

ABSTRACT

’

Both Confucius’ theory of ren and Adam Smith’s notion of “moral sentiments
are rooted in human love, which presumes the interpersonal presence of human
“sympathy;” and in turn “sympathy” requires a reference point with which one’s
sentiments (“-pathy”) are identified (“syn-"). With regards to this reference point,
Confucius proposes a “self” while Adam Smith puts forward a “spectator.” The “self”
of Confucius is somewhat vague and includes many hidden specifications, whereas
Adam Smith’s “spectator” is formulated to stress that no considerations of material
benefit are involved in the expression of sympathy. However, Smith’s concept fails to
account for ethical considerations originating from one’s innermost conscience. To
address these, Adam Smith has to coin another expression— “the man within” —
which appears to contradict his notion of “spectator.” In comparison, Confucius’
conception of the “self” seems to be more integral and consistent.

Key words: Confucius, ren, self, sympathy, Adam Smith, spectator
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