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55. Polonsky, “Lenin’s Views of Art and Culture,” trans. Max Eastman. In Max Eastman, Artists in
Uniform: a Study of Literature and Bureaucratism (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. 1934), pp. 217
-252.
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“Everyone is free to write and say everything he wants to without
the slightest limitation,” wrote Lenin in 1905 in that same article. But
he added “Every free union (including the party) is also free to expel
such members as use the party name for the propagation of anti-party
view.” Lenin recognized the “freedom” of the political writer to write

whatever he wants to (the writer remembering, however, that if his

70. PeRESTEE - RERERR 0 GIERSUEED » (BHFER) 0 39 H4 o

71 EEETEE - RERERE 0 FIERIUEBD » (HHFTE®) 039 H 4o
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“free” creation goes against the views of the party he will simply be
thrown out of it). So much more did he grant such “creative freedom”
to the artist. And indeed in his conversations with Clara Zetkin Lenin
spoke of the very fact that our revolution “had freed the artist from
the yoke” under which art had existed in the bourgeois structure, with
its complete dependence upon the whims and caprices of the tsarist
artist, every one who considers himself such, has the right to create
freely according to his own ideal, independently of everything.” So
Comrade Zetkin quotes us Lenin’s words. “Of course,” he added, “we
are communists, we ought not to fold our hands and let chaos develop
whither it will. We ought in a thoroughly planful manner to guide this

process and mould its results.” (3 74)
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74. Polonsky, “Lenin’s Views of Art and Culture,” trans. Max Eastman. In Max Eastman, Artists in
Uniform: a Study of Literature and Bureaucratism, pp. 251-252.
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MEIHTHIE GaafE> (“On Cooperation”) H=BEEHAFAY—E

“Our enemies have told us more than once that we are undertak-
ing an unreasonable task of planting socialism in an inadequately
cultured country. But they misunderstand the fact that we began not
at that end which was postulated in the theories of all sorts of ped-

~ants, but that with us the political and social revolution turned out to
be a predecessor of the cultural revolution, that cultural revolution before

which we nevertheless now stand.” G 79
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79. REEBFESLATN  Polonsky, “Lenin’s Views of Art and Culture,” trans. Max Eastman. In Max
Eastman, Atists in Uniform: a Study of Literature and Bureaucratism, pp. 251-252.
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... “for that reason we have placed at the head of our list the
broadest possible enlightenment and education. That will lay the
foundation for a culture—on condition, of course, that the question of
bread is solved. On that foundation there ought to grow up a genuine-

ly new great communist art (3#81 which will create a form corre-

sponding to its content.” 3 82)
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82. Polonsky, “Lenin’s Views of Art and Culture,” trans. Max Eastman. In Max Eastman, Artists in
Uniform: a Study of Literature and Bureaucratism, pp. 251-252.
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“we are communists, we ought not to fold our hands and let chaos
develop whither it will. We ought in a thoroughly planful manner to

guide this process and mould its results.” (3 85)
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Translation “Can Save Many Words”:
An Analysis of Some Translated Works During the
“War of Words” Between Liang Shiqiu and Lu Xun

Li-ping Bai
Centre for Translation
Hong Kong Baptist University

ABSTRACT

In the 1920s and 1930s, there was a heated “war of words” between the
Chinese literary circles surrounding Liang Shiqiu and Lu Xun. The debates
involved not only translation standards and methods but also the content of
the translated works, which illustrated their literary viewpoints and which,
in Lu Xun’s opinion, could “save many words” in the war of words. Through
the analysis of first-hand data, this paper discusses the debates related to
the Chinese versions of Rousseau’s Emile and several proletarian works,
analyzes Liang’s translation of Paul Elmer More’s Property and Law and
Vyacheslav Polonsky’s “Lenin’s Views of Art and Culture,” and explores the
role that translations played in these debates and how they “saved many
words” for those involved.

Key words: Liang Shiqiu, Lu Xun, debate, translation
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