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A Study of The Brief Interpretation of
Four Books by Guangyue Laoren,
A Popular Religious Leader in Late Qing China

Yun-ying Chung
Department of Chinese Linguistics & Literature

Yuan Ze University

ABSTRACT

This study is about researching The Brief Interpretation of Four Books
((HEF)) written by Guangyue Laoren in late Qing China. The commen-
tary is a typical work for interpreting Confucianism by a popular religious
leader. He regarded The Four Books as a work of Salvation, so he inter-
preted The Four Books from a religious view.

The Brief Interpretation of Four Books focuses on the relationship of
part and whole. The main feature of The Brief Interpretation of Four Books
is to interpret Mencius, especially Qi (5&). He developed the religious con-
cept of “Cultivating Qi” (ER) to interpret Mencius. He classified Qi into two
models: one nature (5£K) and the other nurture (#°X). He thought that peo-
ple could get the salvation by cultivating natural Qi. The meaning of
cultivating Qi by Guangyue Laoren includes constant practice and salvation.

Key words: Guangyue Laoren, popular religion, The Brief Interpretation of
Four Books, taichi, cultivating Qi
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